


CM NOTEBOOK 

ISSUE TWHNTYSEVEN 


Text: Adam Koebel 

Art Direction/Layout: Daniel at LiveSpace 


Hello Patrons! 



What a tumultous month! Several weeks of in¬ 
tense PVP that could lead to both of my shows 
being derailed and sent in a random new di¬ 
rection. How exciting! On top of all that we 
had TwitchCon, too. If you didn’t get a chance, 
please make sure to check out the RollPlay pan¬ 
el we did there (https://voutu.be/MBAsyii Ed4) 
as a GM, it’s always so interesting talking with 
players from another game and Octo and Els- 
peth had so much to say about Oddballs. Defi¬ 
nitely worth a view if you haven’t seen it, yet. 
Looks like November is shaping up to be pretty 
cool - here’s what I’ve got prepared for Court of 
Swords and from ye olde Swan Song and Mir- 
rorshades playbook! 

Thank you so much for your support, and wel¬ 
come to Issue 27 of the GM’s Notebook. 

Adam Koebel 
RollPlay GM 
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Court of Swords: 

Episode 92 
Prep 


lit ojwl was a -fix' gn oU-hsM 4af ftt cmlV w3vtf<w( 4o u>oe.sf 

■£hj*a ^ CovV at Co\*v^ . 


--? -VeC^lciH^ U oJa-S 


• 4t IftvwT&o T\, <*C (Ws, wasW ap dl\ (ta '(irttjftviW if) was r ^olcw^vM. 

&C eWK?(^ £(H Wis awn t 10,000 j^/V^ <9^0 


»(*3 Pin 




• V C^lf -WoutcM fclW Vu»\ vvlowV^ W badl ff^eiwA Vi«a ko e^k') awo( 

W^w^A. W»V\ b f o y ^f ^ ^ 

"lift uu>4U -jll iW4 Vh y&\ pc (£.'C^3 x \t §t<L wM* woU^ 

Wa^f*A 

'"[>0 T» ^ in 4* l>£ 0ud ( Ld Ws ck&fltic. eoU j$ V $o kf CUM^ 

vre^evgt'v e^* 

• l^eMl gnM ^ > wJ^ik 1 , ^U»v W^ ( or f C -^'rt. roo\ t La'll -|(u *«-k 

out j 

•jit r,H 

• will seflrt. a^iVs a(w 'jojy if fU^ 4ov{ rtW^, assu.»Aiw^ ks ^uilt 

• $f\\ wants to capture/ Kinj'feo 1i if c&Y[ ) luk vJer^ powerful 
■ S»Ll\ wavat$ 4U. U-l^ (Lr -VL Qia£€4a‘^ ^a^ect 

• wianf 4e. $&H 4 U. de-sfroge^^ buriedl 3^3"^ or o4£<-£pl§€. <f'sj>»tcke<A 

‘ uJo(a\(A Ifc willing fo deal U)ifV\ |U PCs if 4e^'ll fllo -fU| 

• ofUrwi&e uJill ^o afW fL PCs J V^liwaV prtaul o*-(^ 

• e,w\^lo^ 4Uf coea-Ures agair\st 4U cult ( fglr^fU/M. u.p 2&a Ii^ss’«m-H eAM, 

I t kl'^U 

• kiM of Jo&Sw'-l cd*t aW mucU,?^ g*f v )u87i-‘{; |o ux^Louf- 

• iS 3 ^uV<t, ^Lj. ta/T C'-L^iS i^ -fU 3 5 ' A ^ v l |f ' e ^ r ^ 
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Court of Swords: 

Updated 
Cult Fronts 

































fTorAs 

\Vt CAh P^fsaiV of Vo^ex" Ih*. vle^eiul fbasl 


Cl inWnal 8cU\swv«> 

□ jLfyns U\U 

Cl "Hie C*(V unifies under GjIqo^ 
Cl iW cu.IV disarteO a $>urc£ 

□ a new Soucc£ is ca^Wed 

□ Ue Gulf cowhide* -fee 


Cl "ta/ei in VU wood-5 '»* confwxnJied. 
Cl attach on culV o^ora-VivieS 

I I aMaC(c oy\ -Hl fo*4oe.SS ^i4ia^ 

Cl attzejp. on +U -Cr-tass f(Uu 'on) 
C caa\V roasted + on -Ht rvm 

I I -H\e. culV expelled f«>vn 4ia woods 


lA^Tao 
□ TaoT; 


t 


. -feed -6) vn U\S ^c\SO»\ 


Cl tie assembles sbwe culWs-Vs 
Cl W'ack a ( y+e '«vi4o heaoevy, 

Cl Tao li h ce,Vned -to |]eavlftn 

Cl TsoTi is g\oeAA a pot»iV\ov\ \v\ fta Wf££IACf3C^ 

□ laoTi’a Hell 15 ratastaM 
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Court of Swords: 

Episode 

92+ 
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(jm<V of 

• wKicK, means +Ur He CulV W pn o^afvJe. (a«w< a PC, 

alfct'l 3 double 3"A 4k Qa.ee.v\ ^rFculjrlv^ foojf. 3 Kit 

• ^Kadriclf- left -He , meaning 4taf He. ^esV will jurn it* stlevtKoi 

to eliminate 4U cult-,^UtoK-tWr^ft cawi^ be redeemed or manage A 

• ji , (ttfiftj (l^riwl or ouVmW execuiViou t maxwell simply kfcie, fuf*ut«i^ 

W* ow»\ a <ywi*a ” 

"Hv's ««an* Hat kill tejm \o avt normally ( |osim Us access -fo +Ll 
fAJjjtt of 4U Cu\V (dKouj^V if* f»ts(Ue 4Wjj«c Us»^ i*, 4©o) 

• Wlrnat is Itticalln on bis own, if leases - Ke's g°b an a»»cie*4 at+lfatV of 

pouitr one* xaUd ” JW3 h b^ a lowvUvb culWt, Kts beiv^wokked t* 4k Sof'JavcK 
of 4k Kjt^wV ^©rpc^V (wKo See Ki«* as a uAe&.l 3 ^*^ 

• UV also Ke*$ t>W and [osV, mo« °r less 1 , 

• &«iKb yiouJ, -\ti oame Wnus on wWU*- wt wvlK -|U Cu.14- or we no SOvnewU**. 
eltt., wKieK will yV W«^d oub Q ]U. st>vb of- -Ht episode ( more or less 

• 4Unns: lao fi oftrs 'Joji and Ifali^at • bi'-SK s^eU iK 4U*V-a C<" 

{K*fci^ Kim , tv 

• You create one object of up to 25,000 gp in value that isn’t a magic item. The 
object can be no more than 300 feet in any dimension, and it appears in an 
unoccupied space you can see on the ground. 

• You allow up to twenty creatures that you can see to regain all hit points, and 
you end all effects on them described in the greater restoration spell. 

• You grant up to ten creatures that you can see resistance to a damage type you 
choose. 

• You grant up to ten creatures you can see immunity to a single spell or other 
magical effect for 8 hours. For instance, you could make yourself and all your 
companions immune to a lich’s life drain attack. 

• You undo a single recent event by forcing a reroll of any roll made within the 
last round (including your last turn). Reality reshapes itself to accommodate 
the new result. For example, a wish spell could undo an opponent’s successful 
save, a foe’s critical hit, or a friend’s failed save. You can force the reroll to be 
made with advantage or disadvantage, and you can choose whether to use the 
reroll or the original roll. 

You might be able to achieve something beyond the scope of the above examples. 

• \uKlcl\ oa^V\| \o loo. ‘.wW^v^ut 



NOTES: 
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SWAN SONG EP. 24 

THE SYNDICATE 

Tfie best part of Stars Without Number (and this has been 
the case since the moment I laid eyes on it) is that it 
treats the world as a living, moving thing in which not 
just individual characters exist but the amalgam of those 
characters i| factions. Then, PCs can do as they do and 
befriend, frustrate and outright make enemies of not only 
mere other humans but of entire structures of society. 

'It's really cool because it allows you to then, on the NPC 
level, treat each NPC like the offspring of theit faction 
- both like and unlike it. So while you could say things 
about ^Iphe Madari Syndicate" (or, I dare say, House Crux, 
for example) there's always the universally unexpected na¬ 
ture of people themselves, made more interesting by the 
contrast and comparison to their groupings. It made an eas¬ 
ier job for me when the time came to make the NPCs in Swan 
Song really striking. To be able to make an individual dis¬ 
tinct from but a part of their Faction made for a dramatic 
and engaging game. 

Also of significant note here: "weapons-grade drive fuel 
waste" is a very dangerous phrase. Though I feel like most 
of these notes didn't make their way into the show - do you 
remember "Old Steel" Barton or the Hoveydan Verazat? Seems 
pretty cool, even though I never got to use it. Maybe we'll 
make Old Steel a Deathless. 


CAPTAIN BEUFORD 

JP is amazingly good at just throwing monkey wrenches into 
the works. Usually in the form of secret conspiracies or 
NPCs that come out of nowhere. "Hey Adam, I call my cousin 
who is a sorcerer and also a half-unicorn" which I think if 
you've been watching RollPlay for very long, you're smiling 
and nodding at this already. It's so much fun getting to 
know players and then look back and see their patterns in 
play. 
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Moto Panekeku 

Her name means "more pancakes" which, whatever I love stu¬ 
pid NPC names. 
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Soy\°\ fo- jlM | 1 

* W Sjndicak a) -\Via4 fr^s feed fe -fu-cV^ -VUew\ out of Ue \«4 McCray lai n, top 

(access coles V Utefti^ce Assets') S f«o£alUj assumes \c 0 s?*r 

%8f uias-^ one ooto dtUi \i r toi^ has teen Wanted Ip Peaces 

" TVv W e ' 


Ttv sej A 4 Wg& ffow SWi^g^Ll s Ma ^c\L ^- ka.ii t - 4 o |w q^ j 

iAal ^cds^ <tU.; : ' 1 I i' I- I -l I I I I I I I I I I III- 


bid do*'\ Wft\ 5 A sWgU 


c) -lW v J Mnl fel Wa 

d) W, commissioned fee §wan Sov\* fe •"O'K. wta^oAS-^cle dcwtfetl uiask fe 

_ jNj;|nfrp coo^kfi^ U 3*4^ n arJ f p»l<p y»4 ._ 

(j) Plr&\ps sttacY -fee. Svuan Son* u»W\ fee^ a pfok jk fetjai TW |!«jk|e<-j c\ jn sUlps (ttoljH <dlkB 
V s4es\ 4Vve fed ui*sk UW i^ce-acVves fee Awcton- L 

@ Ov\e oC 4U W'jc/s it tulL pe xfano £xjv tetvo& j 3 LneUfep If Qn^ka Litre UqV^-Vp bfe 1 “palon l. _ 

' * " feU> 


{o Von fee- 


, OiUr V^T5 Inctok > Sot Ua$o<\ (cWt " 0\d S|et\" &3rfen^ a rnemter of -fe, \\ove^ j\Ua2^41 
(ijkfc c M iSfej) and 0 « Son^(» pwdfe Ufcafe*, ckric') 

(5) Twt C&Ua\tSl ^o4exn»v\em4 (to fet O f dw of l\tplW pfeso^AesH p*vt 4 jcMpti Pi [ frasper, ek. 




Co(flo<&\e / CWfei&v\ (qo'te(Y\meA\\ : ' bltopc&nc*, 4 esfckfeJ\ Mo^evnen^ ) 

I I I I I ] I ] J ] ! [j Tto Cjnse^afe^fecf 

l*A h MUA deal 

V *«*Y. feo'ty 


• dtgy\ - LaLu(L\ eJvUart*^ fee p e-4 o f liymawfej w fecUcAo^ l I 

1 ' ' r ! * Wfy kfekfr im t 


Qentc&\ ownls- ?o>s^ 4 do tot cij^fel fefe- 

TUt oi? E£ V waV^svATL aU js, jccofAiv^ “-|<> ^la^ u 
* U ^^\ome tAJd^s V w\de*5h*wA AU. ootwi. (es^ecla\(vj Pian«) 

^?\'s lAcma^onel • 50 ,o 00 xtdjLs^ 


^V\Ua«\ jl ^vltWW^ac^ 1^ 

^Vllk ^ inJsViejcl ^!^ ' \ \( a U(? tea-4 Li 




in 




f[c- f\^A i / 4 o 4 ^eWt^ 


FW 


p 4 jg 4 |— 
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[MIRRDRSHADES] 


EPISODE IB 


COMMENTARY 

_y 


MIRRORSHADES EPISODE 16 

There’s something delightful about coming up with trans¬ 
lated names - imagining what the name is in whatever lan¬ 
guage; Japanese, Sperethiel, Orcish - and then saying it 
in English. Exhibit A: the Turbo Lemon Nightmare, a gang 
with a laughable name in English but I’m sure they’re 
much more intimidating in Japanese. Though, to be hon¬ 
est, there’s something about the way Japan names things 
in English that has its own absurd logic - the Turbo Lem¬ 
on Nightmare is probably actually written as “Taabo Remon 
Naitomaru” in katakana anyway. Isn’t language fun? 

THE SITUATION 

I write down all these things that could or might happen 
but the best shit is never on them. It’s always “the PCs 
do karaoke” or “everything is on fire” and you never plan 
for that stuff. As a GM, you have to create structure but 
not for the PCs to follow. It’s more of a landscape for 
them to demolish and redesign. There has to be structure 
for chaos to thrive. The GM, the eternal straight-man, 
ours is to take the pie to the face over and over and to 
set up for the next gag. Which I love about it. When it 
comes down to it, the GMs job is so much just about spot¬ 
lighting. For me, having a general idea of how the world 
might look without PC intervention helps see where the 
fault lines are. 

NATIONAL BEAUTIFICATION ZONE 

Add it to the list of uncomfortable Japanese names for 
things. A local 2050 version of the Greater East Asian 
Co-Prosperity Sphere, maybe. 

CALL / SEND TAPE 

Why call when you can send a VHS tape. The cyberpunk fu¬ 
ture awaits. 
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